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The CI A's blunders eoi 


This three cart Bulletin '.'-eries or. SO ye ars cl CIA 
estimates of Soviet military capabilities review two 
decades of charges that the early ISSOs the CIA 
has System .:aily uiiUei^ticnated Soviet military 
so-ending, technical capabilities and weapons deploy- 
ment 

Today’s first insteJJrnec.t. “The Secxirity Blanxei 
That Failed/’ explore t?v? scope of the blunders as 
ceen by a number of eiperns who have analysed the 
reports during both Republican and Democratic 
Administrations 
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• By WILLIAM F. PARHAM # mates to be : 

'Bulletin Start Writer rate for ruble 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. government lias wasted eX£ fc tiy what 
billions of dollars over the past two defaces on single accurat 
inaccurate estimates and forecasts ot Soviet military — qj a est 

spending and capabilities, according so present an percentage^ 
former U.S. intelligence and defense officials. percent to I 

Ever since the Soviets encouraged the U.S. m the late pro b a bly 13 p« 

1950s to overestimate Soviet deployment and accuracy _ CIA estil 

of intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) which .ed purchasing as 

to the famous "missile gap'.’, . U.S. President and machinery an 

Congresses have reached arms limits agreements wun over 50 percer 

the Soviets and have determined U.S. defense invest- ’60s and 35 pei 

meats on the basis of inaccurate intelligence about wnat j be ^ 

the Soviets were spending on defense and what weapons better and ^ 

they were planning to deploy, strategically as well a s estimating Sovxnm 

tactically, The Bulletin has ieaxtlM* c to be even further &u ui nve years than it is now. 

The inaccurate lnielligence nas * J* : f — The CIA was apparently caught unawares by the 

often heated debate wi-hm Uie HainiM they introduction, refinement ordeployment quantity or lira- 

since the mid-la&s, with some c J * . 1 jj ' . ing of at least 13 major new Soviet weapons systems and 

were forced out oi the CIA for quesstcmng the agency s technologies. 

figures. Recently, mere °iomous qu^wa rf y e n Also, analysis of the annual Posture Statements tl 

raised about possible e.xplana ions 0 _ * the various Secretaries of Defense against subnequ^i 

V/a3 it simply the result tf^irea uk, e 0 mt'‘dFfre developments shows the CIA was caught by more r?ttf£ 

stubbomess on tne part of > deceotion or extensive development or deployment than It. had 

critics asx. Or w^s it Jie in \igh expected of numerous systems aad tschu*cwg>ia > 

possibly including "moiea” or Soviet agent, in high ^ , ■ ■ . - 

positions in the U.S. governinent? — A large deployment of Soviet medium, bombed & “ 

Whatever the cause, it is the late Io4 jmTearly 1960s; . 

Capitol Hill and mroughoiit the — A large deployment of* 

the. money wasted c« tee poor equates may be cmy range ballistic missiles (fa/IHBMa) in tije-siu» f»riod; 
the tip of a very unpleasant ice *fff* *— The deployment of a second generation of sub- 

An even more sigmhcain cost « J* ^AIItSS launched ballistic missiles (SUUfe), S3-N4a, cn a &»i 
community s pei-ws^iUy 10 w ■ eaUmarfS may _ of Yankee-class subs in the mid-l&Nis; 

in the hundreds of bUhons ci do-^ara the The deployment of multiple independently target®* 

to spend during the lCfiCs on extranely e^ve er^h We reentry PJ^ (?<QRV) * 

programs,, such as ihe MX The develocaneot of a third s^ceroticn cf- Soviet 

Soviets from gaining an irreversible military advan , intercontinental fcallistic rpissiH (iqBMs), £» £5:15, 

eS ff The 3 crash catca-up programs tail over EfieText | " T _ , 

it me crasi* wtvu h ^ o;1 , nHimrvte I POi TT f A ’ r rri 
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